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Qayoumi
addresses
budget,
protests
by Peter Fournier
Staff Writer

Huy Vu, a junior aerospace engineering major, and Gerardo Lopez, a freshman
mechanical engineering major, load the Society of Automotive Engineers hybrid

car into the bed of a pickup truck for a test drive of the Spartan Racing Electric
Team’s second vehicle. Photo by Jasper Rubenstein / Spartan Daily
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Minority student groups engineer paths to success
Campus organizations seek
to raise graduation rates
by Scott Semmler
Staff Writer

The Black Alliance of Scientists
and Engineers (BASE) and the Society of Latino Engineers and Scientists
(SOLES) are two organizations working
to increase the rate of minorities graduating with a degree in engineering
at SJSU.
In 2010-11, there have been a total of
seven African American students who
have graduated with a degree in Engineering and 49 Hispanic students who
have done the same.
“They are very active student organizations in the study of engineering,”
said Belle Wei, the Dean of the College
of Engineering at SJSU.
Wei said engineering is one of the
harder fields on campus and is impressed by how the two organizations
juggle both school and their respective
organizations.
Both SOLES and BASE are a part of
the MESA Engineering Program (MEP),
an academic program that supports
educationally disadvantaged and firstgeneration college students working
towards degrees in either engineering
or computer science, according to their
websites.
SOLES recently won the “Chapter
of the Year” Award at the 36th annual

Mexican American Engineering Symposium (MAES), where they competed
with 31 MAES student chapters across
the country including those from Stanford, Harvard and MIT.
SOLES president Matthew Koide
said the award recognizes the magnitude and impact of events sponsored
by SOLES, and their commitment to
motivating middle school students to
pursue a college education and science
majors.
“The purpose of our organization is
to provide fellowship among Latinos
entering the engineering and science
professions,” Koide said. “Our organization also encourages high school and
junior high students to pursue careers
in mathematics, science, and engineering through programs and events we
host.”

SJSU engineering students mingle with representatives from major companies
and organizations during a mixer in the Engineering building on Wednesday
evening. Photo by Jasper Rubenstein / Spartan Daily

Academic Senate
passes change
in policy
to priority
registration
by Christina Molina
Staff Writer

He said the organization now has
over 50 members and continues to grow.
One of the bigger events that SOLES
hosts is its annual Science Extravaganza event, he said.
“It’s a hands-on academic enrichment experience for over 450 middle
and high school students,” Koide said.
“The one-day event provides SOLES
members an opportunity to spark the
interest of our youth in technical fields
and reinforces the benefits of higher
education.”
Latino students make up nearly 19
percent of the student population at
SJSU, according to Wei, and SOLES is
very active in the community and with
the schools in the area.
“SOLES encourages our members to
intertwine with other organizations, as
well as partake in the events the other

The Academic Senate and Students Success Committee approved a revised version of policy F09-1,
granting advanced registration to specific student
groups with a new policy filed as F11-3, on Nov. 14.
The revised policy requires specific groups eligible
for advanced registration to submit an annual report to
the Student Success Committee so they may monitor
these groups and their need for priority registration.
“The concern is that if too many people have priority registration, it doesn’t serve its purpose,” said
Susan McClory, chair of the Student Success Committee.
According to Stacy Gleixner, chair of the senate’s
Instruction and Student Affairs Policy Committee, the
addendum to the policy was made at the request of
the Student Success Committee in order to spread the
workload of the committee out.
“We wanted to be able to do shorter than five years
for a new group so that we can review it and make
sure they are using it appropriately and make sure

organizations have to offer to gain exposure,” said Koide.
One of those organizations that
SOLES works closely with is BASE.
“Our mission is to increase the
amount of black engineers impacting
the public,” said BASE president Cherita Young.
Young said the organization focuses
on helping the community through
events in the area, as well as establishing relationships with nearby companies to increase the likelihood of careers for BASE members.
“We work closely with companies
to showcase the diversity of students
at SJSU,” she said. “It helps build relationships with those companies for the
future.”
Wei said the African American population makes up three percent of the
SJSU population.
“(BASE) has many outreach activities and gets connections with companies in order to recruit African American students,” Wei said.
Koide and Young said the two organizations share many of the same goals and
organize several events together.
“We’re two very imperative programs,” Young said. “It’s good to have
that support group.”
Wei said the two organizations act
as ambassadors to SJSU.
“They’re very important because
we want our students to have a sense
of belonging in the engineering department and at SJSU,” she said.

they still need priority registration,” said Academic
Senate Chair Beth Von Till.
Von Till said this concept initiated revisions for the
old policy, being that it was a way for Academic Senate and the Student Success Committee to prove student groups really need priority.
The registration order stated in the F09-1 policy,
still effective through the revised F11-3 policy, is organized into eight groups.
The first group consists of those priority students
affected by the revised policy.
According to the Academic Senate website, priority students eligible for advanced registration are divided into four alphabetic categories: A, B, C and D.
“It might be peer mentors, might be some of the
student athletes, members of the forensics team, its
not just organizations and clubs,” Von Till said. “It’s
students who do specific types of things on campus

SEE REGISTRATION A10

University President Mohammad
Qayoumi said during a Wednesday
press conference with the Spartan
Daily that he was pleased with the way
students handled themselves during
last month’s CSU student walkout.
“They exercised their democratic
rights to be able to protest, to be able
to stand for what they believe,” he said.
“Yet at the same time, they did that
within a strong element of civility and
respect for the institution.”
He said students being involved in
social issues like the walkout are what
higher education is all about.
“From that aspect, I think the steps
that they took really show the education they are getting is really effective,”
he said.
Students “occupied” Tower Hall,
which houses the president’s office,
during the student walk out in November. Qayoumi said he hopes students
will look at the occupying places as
symbolic instead of being literal.
“I don’t think that will be helpful to
students,” he said. “I don’t think that
will be helpful to the university as a
whole.”
Asked if there is any alternative approach that the CSU could take to satisfy those protesting at the board meeting, Qayoumi said they need to take a
look at the root cause of their protest.
“I’ve said before, the root cause for
every one of the fee increases has been
a cut in the state appropriations,” he
said. “Even in every one of the years
that in the last ten years that the fees
have increased, the board of trustees
has given an option to the state to buy
that out. Out of all those years there

SEE PRESIDENT A2

Mohammad Qayoumi. Photo courtesy of SJSU
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SJSU professor presents findings
from studies of fallen space debris
Monika Kress lectures in
the Kingg Libraryy reggardingg
various meteorite sppecimens
by Jackson Wright
Staff Writer

The final installment of the Fall 2011
University Scholar Series, “Meteorites
and the Origin of Habitable Worlds,”
crashed in to the Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Library on Wednesday.
The otherworldly speech was given by
featured speaker Monika Kress, a physics
and astronomy associate professor.
More than 60 students, faculty and
members of the community were in attendance for Kress’ hour-long lecture regarding the scientific data she gained through
her extensive study of meteorites, extraterrestrial rocks and dust that enter the
Earth’s atmosphere and either burn up in
the atmosphere or fall to the surface.
Kress said most of these objects that
fall to Earth’s surface can be clues to
finding the type of solar system materials
that formed the inner planets Mercury,
Venus, Earth and Mars.
“If we can get some of those rocks
from the quarry from which the solar
system was built, it tells us a lot about
the origin of the solar system, in particular the Earth,” she said.
Kress said many of these meteorites
have been proven to contain significant
quantities of organic material in them,
including amino acids and nucleic acids,
which are the building blocks of DNA.
These chemicals have been found in
the fallen meteorite, and they are known
to be able to have an observable effect on
the atmosphere as it enters from space,
playing a role in the makeup of the planet’s climate chemistry as well as in the
formation of the atmosphere, Kress said.
About 30 million kilograms of debris
falls to Earth each year, which Kress said
is enough to fill about 10 Olympic-size
swimming pools.

PRESIDENT:
Qayoumi
speaks out
FROM A1
was only one year where Gov.
Schwarzenegger bought that off
and that happened to be an election year.
“The CSU board of trustees
has always given the option to
the state legislature to buy that
off,” Qayoumi said. “Seeing that
connection, to see what group
who could really make a difference, have they really made that
difference?”
Qayoumi said he has not
talked to every individual CSU
president, bu thinks many share
the same view that the legislature has failed to fund the CSU
In terms of local state legislators, Qayoumi feels they are
sympathetic to the university,
but he said just being sympathetic and understanding, while not
taking a position to really positively affect that budget, does not
really change the situation.
“Your (CSU presidents) are
in a position were you can let
them know to bring attention
to students suffering but not in
position to make it a priority for
them to take position,” he said.
Qayoumi said one of the
ways students can see the advocacy that he and other CSU
presidents do is by holding advocacy meetings with Associated Students and administrators
jointly. Currently, A.S. has its
own day of meetings with the
CSU president in Sacramento.
“That might be a way for
some of them to see it, what is
really discussed, why on Earth
do presidents go to Sacramento,
why on Earth do we need good
legislators,” he said. “What really is the topic that they’re discussing? That might be a way
to see the topics that are being
discussed.”

All this free material can yield a lot
of data about the solar system, and
gathering it from the surface of the Earth
proves to be much less expensive than
collecting it from the actual planetary
bodies themselves, Kress said.
“If you think about the three missions that humankind has launched to
take pieces of another world and bring it
home and study it, these missions run in
the hundreds of millions of dollars if not
billions,” she said.
Kress spoke at length about a scientific trip that she participated in before
joining the faculty at SJSU in 2004, in
which she and a group of scientists went
to Antarctica to gather meteorites fallen
there, preserved for years in the layers of
snow by the unique climate.
For two months, she and her team
traveled across the frigid Antarctic
landscape on snowmobiles, searching
for blackened space rocks atop the pale
white terrain.
Kress said meteorites found in the
snow can be identified by their burned
crust and rounded shape because as
they pass through the atmosphere of the
Earth, the surface of the rock super-heats
to a liquid, its shape smoothing as it hurtles to the ground.
One of the most exciting moments of the
trip Kress said was her discovery of a sparkling black-flecked specimen in the snow
that she later found to be a special meteorite called nakhlite, an extremely rare type
of meteor that originated from Mars.

“
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Andrew Cube, a senior mechanical
engineering major and student in Kress’
Physics 50 class, said he came to the lecture to gain more understanding about
his professor’s favored field of interest.
“I took an astronomy class before, but
I never actually learned about the meteorites, so that was pretty interesting,
learning all the details,” Cube said.
For the last 10 years, the series has
been hosted jointly by the Office of the
Provost, the King Library and by the
Spartan Bookstore.
Since its inception, the public series
has existed to provide a place for invited
faculty to share their work with the SJSU
community.
A year ago, the series was expanded to
include members of faculty who may not
have published books, but are engaged in
significant scholarship.
“We think that university scholars are
not just people who write books,” said Provost Gerry Selter, who has hosted the series
for the last five consecutive semesters. “Faculty who are engaged in significant scholarship, we have a lot of them in the colleges,
largely science and engineering and some in
CASA who don’t tend to write books.”
This lecture is the third of this semester.
The first featured librarian Danelle Moon
on her book “Daily Life of Women during
the Civil Rights Era” in September, and the
second had Brandon White, an associate
professor of biological sciences, speaking on
the application of HeLa cells in biotechnology in October.

If we can get some of those rocks
from the quarry from which the
solar system was built, it tells us a lot
about the origin of the solar system.

”

-Monika Kress, physics and astronomy associate professor

Media, propaganda and censorship:
A talk by David Barsamian
San Jose Peace and Justice Center,
Cesar Chavez Community Action Center
Thursday, Dec. 1
7 p.m.
Engineering Auditorium
Mosaic Open Mic Series
Mosaic Cross Cultural Center
Thursday, Dec. 1
5 to 7 p.m.
Mosaic Cross Cultural Center, Student Union
World AIDS Day
Santa Clara County HIV Planning Council
Thursday, Dec. 1
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
San Jose City Hall Rotunda, 200 E. Santa Clara St.
Aerobicthon 2011
Aerobics section, Department of Kinesiology
Friday, Dec. 2
4 to 6 p.m.
Spartan Complex C Room 44B
Admission is $5 per person
Cheek swabbing and bone marrow drive
SJSU school of nursing
Monday, Dec. 5
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Pacific Room, third floor of the Student Union

SpartaGuide is provided to students, staff and faculty, free of charge. The deadline
to submit is at noon, three working days prior to desired publication date. Entry
forms are available in Spartan Daily, DBH 209. Send emails to
spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com titled “SpartaGuide.” Space restrictions
may require editing or exclusion of submissions. Entry is not guaranteed. Entries
are printed in order of which they are received.
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Environmentalists
Administrative candidate makes his case
pressure U.S. to help
more at climate talks
by Aliza Saeed
Staff Writer

McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

Is the United States leading
or blocking progress toward
stopping global warming?
It’s a key question this week
as officials from more than
190 countries begin the latest
round of negotiations seeking
an eventual global climateprotection plan.
Environmentalists say that
one of this round’s main accomplishments could be the
creation of a new “green climate fund” to help developing
countries adjust in the 2020s.
Another might be an agreement that all major countries
slash emissions, even if the
details get left until later.
The United States is key to
how the talks turn out, and
environmental activists want
it to stop blocking progress
on both issues, said Kevin
Knobloch, the president of
the Union of Concerned Scientists. He and leaders of
other major environment
groups wrote to Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton this
week urging her to make sure
the U.S. position doesn’t send
negotiations into permanent
gridlock.
“We need greater efforts
by all major economies to
meet this challenge, and we
can’t wait another decade to
lift our game,” Knobloch said
Wednesday.
As talks opened Monday in
Durban, South Africa, there
were fresh reminders from
scientists about the need for
speed. Greenhouse-gas levels
as a result of burning fossil
fuels and forests are “very
rapidly approaching levels
consistent with a 2 to 2.4 degree centigrade rise (about
3.5 to 4 Fahrenheit) in average global temperatures,
which scientists believe could
trigger far-reaching and irreversible changes in our Earth,
biosphere and oceans,” Michel
Jarraud, the secretary-general
of the World Meteorological
Organization, said in a statement.
One main task before negotiators is to improve ways
to finance efforts to reduce
emissions and cope with unavoidable
climate-related
problems in developing countries. Developed countries
agreed in 2009 to help raise
$100 billion a year _ from
governmental and private
sources _ by 2020 to help
poorer nations address global
warming. Much of this would
go into what’s called the
Green Climate Fund.
At issue now is how the
fund will be set up, used and
controlled, although these
talks are unlikely to resolve
how to raise the money.
The United States has
raised objections to a committee’s proposal about how
the fund should be organized,
but they appear to be relatively minor points, said Elliot Diringer, the executive

vice president of the Center
for Climate and Energy Solutions, a business-oriented
policy-research group.
Todd Stern, the U.S. climate
negotiator, said last week
that the United States was a
“strong advocate” of the fund.
He said he was “pretty confident we’re going to be able to
work these things out.”
The environmental groups
said in their letter to Clinton
that the U.S. objections to the
green fund could lead to other
countries pulling back from
compromises they’d already
agreed on. If that happens, it
might be impossible to launch
the fund, the letter said.
The United States so far
has contributed $5.1 billion
toward a more immediate
global goal of $30 billion for
this kind of financing by next
year.
The other major issue
is forging steps toward an
eventual treaty. Again, no
breakthrough is expected at
Durban, but countries might
agree to a broad goal.
U.S. negotiators have said
they don’t want to enter negotiations unless China, Brazil and other large developing
countries agree at the outset
that they’ll accept legally
binding obligations to reduce
emissions.
The environmentalists’ letter said that those developing
countries were unlikely to
agree at Durban to the U.S.
preconditions, and for Washington to insist on them signaled that the United States
didn’t support a mandate for
future negotiations.
Jonathan Pershing, the
deputy U.S. negotiator, said
in Durban that Americans
were being careful not to
negotiate a treaty that the
Senate wouldn’t ratify. Any
deal must “legally bind other
countries with the same level
of force,” he said.
The United States is holding to its 2009 pledge to reduce emissions by 17 percent
from 2005 levels by 2020, even
though there’s no national
plan to reach the goal and no
talk in Washington about creating one.
But even with climate
policy stalled at home, the
U.S. role at the talks is important because of the amount
of its greenhouse gas emissions, said Cara Horowitz,
the executive director of
the UCLA Emmett Center
on Climate Change and the
Environment.
In addition, U.S. support
will be important for international financing of climaterelated work in developing
countries, she said in an email
from Durban.
“There is no doubt that the
flagging U.S. domestic climate policy is hurting talks
here, in that it constrains the
ability of U.S. negotiators to
endorse international solutions that many others would
find palatable,” Horowitz said.

On Wednesday, the student services
center held an open forum for campus
community for one of the finalists, Robert Seltzer, for the associated vice President of enrollment services position.
On Nov. 28, a search committee announced the two final candidates for the
position being vacated by current AVP
Colleen Brown, who will be retiring after
three years.
The search committee is composed of
several department heads from University Advancement, Associated Students
and the Student Union, faculty from the
Student Health Center and Enrollment
Services, and professors and the director
of MOSAIC.
Seltzer is currently an educational
consultant and was formerly a special
assistant for enrollment management at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
where he was also the director of admissions from 1988 to 2009.
Seltzer talked about why he would
make a good candidate for the position and what development the Enrollment Services Department needs in the
future.
“I think we need to keep in mind that
communication is important and that
high school students need to communicate with parents and counselors prior to
applying,” he said. “The transfer students
also need a lot of support since they are
older and some have families they live
with.”

He explained how required paperwork in the enrollment process should be
simpler for both college transfers and
students coming straight from high
school.
Seltzer explored different ways to incorporate technology in order to make
the enrollment process simple for future
students. He said he comes from a technology background.
“I was the assistant director of technology and associate director of technology,” he said.
One of the members from the audience asked: “Why are you moving from
Wisconsin-Madison? Why SJSU?”
He said he wants to join SJSU because
the university is currently coming up with
ways of improving as a whole and the enrollment strategic plan is yet to come.
“This is a high level position and it is
clear that it has the support from university leaders,” he said. “I’m at the right
stage in my career where I can provide
my input for future growth.”
Roger Elrod, director of the Student
Health Center, said he was pleased with
Seltzer’s accessibility, clarity and colle-

gial approach to the questions that were
asked at the open forum.
“His engaging style kept the questions
coming,” he said. “I can see that the different models he offered will be beneficial for future SJSU students.”
According to Peter Deutsch, Senior
Director of Information Technology at
SJSU, the process of evaluation for each
candidate is for the whole day.
He said the finalists will be attending back-to-back meetings with the vice
president, which will consist of an open
forum, direct reports from people at the
open forum and all other communities
on campus.
“It’s a very open process,” he said. “A
lot of people are going to get to see each
candidate and give feedback.”
The second candidate, Jill Orcutt, will
be visiting campus on Dec. 5.
Orcutt is currently the director of admission at the University of Washington
Bothell.
She served as associate director of
admissions and pperations at Central
Washington University from 2000 to
2007.

A lot of people are going to get
to see each candidate and
give feedback.

“

”

-Peter Deutsch, senior director
of Informational Technology
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THE SPARTAN DAILY REPORTED...
Panel cautions students about financial aid
California assemblyman John Vasconcellos spoke with students
and other government representatives to discuss funding.
S.J. kidnapping ends in death
Fresno police killed one and arrested four more suspects in the
kidnapping of a 30-year-old San Jose woman and a teenage girl.
Actor talks about AIDS in the ‘Real World’
Will Power and Mohammed Bilal used theater and poetry to show
the audience how people deal with finding out they have HIV. Bilal,
who was best known for his one year stint on “The Real World,”
said he mixed performance with the facts to reach communities
that don’t often listen to other types of education.

Above: Photography Professor Ben Helprin looks at life
through a camera frame. Helprin, a professor of fine arts and
coordinator of applied photography in SJSU’s art department,
entices students with inspirational discussions on the beauty
of light. (Photo by Ann Nelson / File Photo)

For showtimes, advance tix and more, go to

cameracinemas.com

Best Theaters -- SJ Merc, Metro & Wave Readers
All Shows Before 12 noon Now Only $5.00
Always Plenty of Free Validated Parking All Sites
Seniors & Kids $6.75 / Students $7.50 • * = No Passes
$7 b4 6pm M-F / 4pm S-S, Holidays • ✔ = Final Week
559-6900
CAMERA
7• Pruneyard/Campbell
◆ = Presented
in Sony 4K Digital (C7 •only)

CAMERA 7• Pruneyard/Campbell • 559-6900
Student Night Wednesdays -- $6 after 6pm
*INTO THE ABYSS (PG-13)--A Werner Herzog film!
◆*THE DESCENDANTS (R) ◆*HUGO 3D (PG)
◆TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN (PG-13)
*THE MUPPETS (PG) J. EDGAR (R)

LOS GATOS • 41 N. Santa Cruz • 395-0203
*ARTHUR CHRISTMAS (in 2D) (PG)
TWILIGHT SAGA:
CAMERA
12 BREAKING DAWN (PG-13)
CAMERA 12 • 201 S. 2nd St, S.J. • 998-3300
Student Night Wednesdays -- $6 after 6pm
*ANSWERS TO NOTHING (R) *HEIR APPARENT (NR)
*ARTHUR CHRISTMAS (2D/3D) (PG) J. EDGAR (R)
*THE MUPPETS (PG) IMMORTALS (in 2D) (R)
TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN (PG-13)
HAPPY FEET 2 (2D/3D) (PG) IN TIME (PG-13)
JACK AND JILL (PG) TOWER HEIST (PG-13)
HAROLD & KUMAR (2D) (R) THE RUM DIARY (R)
SKIN I LIVE IN (R) PUSS IN BOOTS (2D) (PG)
CAMERA 3 • 288 S. Second, S.J. • 998-3300
*SEDUCING CHARLIE BARKER (R)
MELANCHOLIA (R) MARGIN CALL (R)
MY AFTERNOONS WITH MARGUERITTE (NR)

OPENS 12/9! NEW YEAR’S EVE

THE SITTER OUTRAGE
DISCOUNT (10 Admits/$60) / GIFT CARDS

THEATER RENTALS -- CALL 395-6465

Tight end teacher
Former 49er and Raider tight end Jamie Williams discusses ways
to improve relations with athletes in the media with journalism
Professor Bob Rucker’s Information Gathering for Reporters class.
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Top: The SAE Formula Hybrid team will be working through the winter break to design and weld a new chassis and dr

Left: Engineering
students on the SAE race
team discuss different
mounting locations
for various electronic
components.

The
drive
to win

Story by Cynthia Ly / Photos by Jasper Rubenstein / Layout by Leo Pos

Bottom left: The SAE Formula Hybrid
team sometimes uses a Toyota
pickup to transport their race car.

Bottom center: SAE is a grassroots
race team, and without large
financial backing, it relies on
sponsorship and donated
equimpent like this full set of racing
slick Hoosier tires.

Bottom right: SAE team mem
have weekly meetings in th
engineering department lo
where they discuss everyth
design to finance.

rivetrain.
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ON A TEMPERATE

Saturday afternoon,

the roar of Nike blasts
through the air at the

half-empty lot by Spartan Stadium.
The driver, held in the
welded-steel frame by a fivepoint safety belt, has already
donned a helmet, protective
gloves and blue racing suit.
After a few rough starts,
Nike, named after the Greek
goddess of victory and the
second car of SJSU’s Spartan
Racing Electric Team, speeds
along a line of neon orange
cones marking an impromptu
race track.
On its heels come the excited shouts of several team
members who will be participating in the 2012 Formula
Hybrid competition in Loudon, New Hampshire.
According to the competition website, “(Teams) must
design, build, and compete an
open-wheel, single-seat, electric or plug-in hybrid-electric
race car.”
Sanjil Karki, who drove
Nike for the first time on Nov.
12, said he has always wanted
to build a car.
“Until (a car) runs, you
don’t know,” he said about the
process of creating a car.
Although he wanted to
join last semester, Karki, a
senior mechanical engineering major, said he joined the
club at the beginning of this
semester.
“Everybody knows about
different aspects of a car,”
he said about his experience
with the team. “And you get
to choose what you want
to do.”
This is the first year the
team has decided to go with
an all-electric engine, team
manager Manuel Mangrobang
said.
The Formula Hybrid competition has two sections —
one for hybrid designs and
one for all-electric designs,
according to the race organizer’s website.
Spartan Racing is SJSU’s
student chapter of the SAE
(Society of Automotive Engineers) International, a global
association of engineers and
technicians in the automotive
and aerospace industries.
SJSU’s Formula, Mini Baja
and Formula Hybrid (Electric)
teams were rebranded together under Spartan Racing
earlier this year to help with
funding and marketing for all
the teams, he said.
“We spent about two
months at the beginning of
the semester recruiting new

members,” Mangrobang said
— according to Spartan Racing’s November newsletter,
the Electric team started the
semester with only three
members.
Brian Lai, a senior mechanical engineering major, joined
the team in 2008 when it was
formed and said the team currently has about 20 members.
“I decided to jump into
(Hybrid) because it was a new
group,” he said.
Because the Formula and
Baja teams had already been
established, Lai said he felt he
could contribute more.
He said he has always enjoyed the process of making
something instead of using it.
“You design and you build
it and the whole time you’re
thinking, ‘This is going to be
so awesome when it’s done
and I can actually use it,’”
Lai said. “But then you finish
it and then you’re like, ‘OK,
what can I make now?’”
He said he has worked with
chassis — the frame — since
the beginning of the team.
In the first year, Lai said
the chassis sub-team was responsible for anything that
was not electronic or part of
the motor — the wheels, suspension, frame and more.
“It’s a morale booster when
the chassis is done, because
the team members can finally
see the car coming together,”
he said.
Matt Mohr, a junior mechanical engineering major,
said he was involved with
Electric’s powertrain — the
system that delivers power

“Even if you’re
not going into
the electric
car economy,
we’re still
building better
engineers —
people who
have an idea
what a real
project is like.”
– Morgan Crouch,
senior mechanical
engineering major

to the wheels, which includes
the engine, transmission and
chain — last year.
“(Being a part of) Electric
challenges you to think outside the normal box,” said
Mohr, who is currently part
of the Baja team and a consultant to Electric this year.
Morgan Crouch, a senior
mechanical engineering major, said he also participates
in two teams — Formula and
Electric.
“The result is that we are
building electrical and mechanical engineers that are
ready to go into an electric
car economy — which is
building in the Bay Area,”
Crouch said.
According to the Spartan
Racing website, the teams are
sponsored by multiple local
automotive suppliers, such as
Infineon Technologies in Milpitas and Maier USA in Grass
Valley.
“Even if you’re not going
into the electric car economy,
we’re still building better engineers — people who have
an idea what a real project is
like,” Crouch said.
He said each team goes
through three seasons: design, fabrication and racing.
According to the Formula
Hybrid website, SJSU will be
competing against more than
20 teams from around the
world at the New Hampshire
Motor Speedway next year.
Other competing clubs
include Santa Clara University’s “Team Killajoule” and
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo’s
team, “Formula SAE.”
SJSU has yet to win an
event at the Formula Hybrid
competition, but Crouch said
the teams are improving every year.
“What keeps me involved
in (Spartan Racing) is the
chance to refine designs and
change things,” he said. “It’s
the push to not just be better,
but to be the best.”

Top: A large battery bank will
be used for next year’s SAE
Formula Electric car.
Right: Last season’s SAE Formula
Hybrid car used a single
cylinder motorcycle engine for
its internal combustion.
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Spartans stage a comeback
Kinney scores 17 second-half points
to lead Spartans past Roadrunners
by Scott Semmler
Staff Writer

The SJSU men’s basketball
team overcame a 14-point
deficit midway through the
first half and defeated the University of Texas at San Antonio Roadrunners 72-66 on
Wednesday night at the Event
Center.
“It was an intense game,
which was good,” said head
coach George Nessman. “It really helps you prepare for the
grind ahead.”
Junior guard James Kinney
finished with 30 points on the
night, including 17 points in
the second half, on the Spartans’ way to a come-from-behind victory.
“James had another big
night,” Nessman said. “As I
told people, that shouldn’t surprise anybody on our team.
Maybe for everybody in the
stands who is seeing (Kinney)
for the first couple times, but
he is an electric scorer that can
put them up in a hurry.”
UTSA (4-4), who is less than
a year removed from an appearance in the 2011 NCAA Tournament field of 64 teams, was able
to create problems for the Spar-

“

tans early on, leading to several
SJSU (3-4) turnovers.
“UTSA is a very good team
with some significant wins,”
Nessman said. “We respect
them, and it will be interesting
to play them in the WAC next
year.”
The Roadrunners accepted
an invitation earlier this year to
join the Western Athletic Conference starting in 2012.
UTSA was able to push the
ball up the court early and often
in the first half, as well as play
aggressive defense, and they
jumped out to a 13-2 lead in the
first few minutes of the game.
Sophomore Keith Shamburger and senior Calvin Douglas responded with back-to-back
three pointers with 13 minutes
to play in the first half, and the
lead was cut to eight points.
However, the UTSA defense
continued to plague the Spartans, creating nine turnovers
in the first half and pushing the
lead to 22-10 mid-way through
the first half.
“Coach just told us to make
our shots,” said Shamburger,
who finished the game with
a double-double consisting of
18 points and 11 assists. “We
just needed somebody to make

shots. (Their defense) affected
us in the first half, but we had
easy shots in the first half that
we didn’t make that we usually
make.”
Kinney would respond to the
double-digit deficit with backto-back three-pointers late in
the first half, bringing the Spartans back to within eight points
(36-28) after one half of play.
Shamburger and the Spartans hit the floor in the second
half determined to erase the
eight-point deficit, hitting several early shots from the floor.
However, UTSA responded,
as they seemed to do several
times during the game, and the
Roadrunners lead quickly ran
up to 46-34 five minutes into the
second half.
But that was where the game
officially started for SJSU.
Douglas, Shamburger and
Kinney led a barrage of made
baskets that cut into the UTSA
lead with 10 minutes to play in
the game.
Kinney, who responded to
UTSA rallies with three-pointers of his own several times in
the game, was part of another
series of three-pointers by
Douglas and Shamburger that
brought the SJSU deficit to with-

I saw the guy looking at the point guard.
He just flicked it to him and I got the
steal, and one.

”

- Keith Shamburger, sophomore guard

Junior guard James Kinney rises to the basket for two of his 17 second-half points during SJSU’s 72-66
win at the Event Center on Wednesday night. Photo by Vernon McKnight / Spartan Daily

in four points (64-60) with five
minutes remaining in the game.
“One of the things we need
are individuals who can just
make a play when it’s necessary,” Nessman said. “(Kinney)
is starting to do that, and I think
you saw (Shamburger) do it too.”
It was a play by Shamburger,
with a little less than three minutes to play in the game, that
fully switched the momentum
in the Spartans’ favor.
Down three points, Shamburger stole the ball under the
basket, made the lay-up and
drew the foul, causing the fans
at the Event Center to rise to
their feet.

“I saw the guy was looking at the point guard,” Shamburger said about the threepoint-play. “He just flicked it
to him, and I got the steal, and
one.”
After a UTSA basket, Kinney struck from three-point
range, his seventh of the game,
which gave SJSU a one-point
lead.
It was the Spartans’ first
lead of the game.
“It felt really good,” Kinney
said. “Just to know that I was
pretty much carrying us offensively throughout a lot of
the game. I felt in myself that
I needed to step up even more

and make that big shot.”
Shamburger tacked on a
midrange jumper, the Spartans hit free throws within
the last minute and SJSU
managed to pull out a comefrom-behind victory, defeating UTSA 72-66.
“We showed a lot of resiliency,” Kinney said. “Coach
has told us to keep fighting. If
you get hit, deliver a blow right
back. I think we did a good job
of defending our home court
tonight.”
The Spartans improved their
record to 3-4 with the win and
will travel to Ogden, Utah, to
play Weber State on Saturday.

westvalley

THE CLASSES
YOU NEED!
Junior guard James Kinney surveys his passing
options while being defended by San Antonio
junior guard Kannon Burrage during the Spartans’
72-66 win over the Roadrunners on Wednesday

night at the Event Center. Kinney led the SJSU
offense with 30 points and added three rebounds
in 32 minutes of play.
Photo by Vernon McKnight / Spartan Daily
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What would be an ideal date in San Jose?
Hitting up Santana Row is the perfect plan
by Angelica Valera
Staff Writer

After being in a relationship for almost eight
years now, dating wasn’t too much of a factor.
Just being with one another sufficed for both
of us. We’re used to being a low maintenance
couple because we don’t have the means to go
on a more elaborate date.
Whenever we did go out on a “date” in San
Jose, we’d usually get lunch or dinner and a
catch movie. Other times, we’d just go around
Valley Fair and window shop.
Then again, if we had a little more money
for a date, my boyfriend and I would probably
pig out on sushi at the best Japanese restaurant
in San Jose rated by Yelp and other friends,
head over to Santana Row or Valley Fair and
buy each other anything we wanted then watch
new interesting movie at the theater.
Right after, my boyfriend would probably
drive us up to a spot near the mountains to
watch the city below and just talk.
If I could devise up a more specific date
night, we’d check into one of the nearest hotels–either Santana Row’s Hotel Valencia or
The Sainte Claire, go to one the spa salons for
a relaxation package, then get back to the hotel
and have dinner there.
Soon after, we’d go out and watch a new
movie at CinéArts or one of the Century theaters, then shop at Santana Row for each other.
I would purchase anything he wanted from
Best Buy because he’s a computer and gaming
nerd, and he’d get anything for me at Santana
Row’s hole-in-the-wall organic cosmetics store,
100% Pure.
And if we weren’t too full from dinner,
we’d pass by Cocola Bakery within the shopping center and get ourselves a triple chocolate
mousse fix, then stop by Fantasia for some Thai
iced tea. My mouth is watering just imagining
it.
Although I’ve never hit the bars, except for a
few times with relatives in the Philippines and
downtown Campbell, I wouldn’t mind going

with my boyfriend for a couple of drinks and
some dancing to end the night at Sabor Tapas
Bar & Lounge, or Loft Bar & Bistro.
After seeing pictures of my friends getting
dolled up for barhopping, I’ve wondered what
it’d be like to do the same. Actually, I probably
wouldn’t barhop with my boyfriend, but stay at
one, such as Sabor or Loft.
Technically, we’re a very simple couple.
Fancy date nights would be tempting, but when
you’ve been with someone for almost eight
years without actually spending much on the
relationship except gas and food money, you
become accustomed to it.
Everybody has different tastes and we don’t
particularly feel the “need” to go out on a typical date. It’s not that we scoff at the concept, but
we’d rather stick within our limitations. When
you’re limited by money — even if it doesn’t
seem expensive at all — we’d rather not take
our chances, and just stay in.
I suppose I get it from my parents, because
they don’t go out as well, but just being with
my boyfriend is already the perfect date to me
— no matter what we do. Our love is priceless,
and we don’t mind.

Places to go on
Santana Row
compiled by Jeffey Cianci
Staff Writer

Cocola Bakery: Lattes and French pastries
Pizza Antica: Wood fire pizza and wine
Yard House: Beer, sports and food
Blowfish Sushi: A trendy alternative to
the boat variety

Films to watch in December
Movie title

Date

Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy

12/9

Sherlock Holmes 2

12/16

The Girl with the Dragon
Tattoo

12/21

War Horse

12/25

Going for dowtown delights is just right
by Danreb Victorio
Staff Writer

Today I never even hear about the act
referred to as dating. It’s just going out — at
least it seems there way here in San Jose.
Though it might still be this way to some
people, I no longer think the ideal date
includes a cliché movie and candlelit dinner.
The perfect date to me consists of a
recreational activity, consumption of food
and a moment of conversation. It can be in
any order, but to me these three moments are
required.
As far as activities go, there are plenty
of things to do, including going out to see a
movie. But given the area we live in, why
stop there?
Surrounding Plaza de Cesar Chavez Park
are the San Jose Museum of Art, the Tech Museum of Innovation, and the Children’s Discovery Museum just a bit farther away.
Museums aren’t boring anymore. This is
Silicon Valley, the center of technology in the
United States, so there are a bunch of cool
things to see in each of these places.
But seeing as how we just got done with
Thanksgiving, one place I’d recommend to
take a date to would be Christmas in the Park.
The first time I’ve been to this place was
as a child during a first grade field trip to the
Tech Museum.
I wasn’t impressed, but then again, it was
during the day.
The best time to experience Christmas in
the Park is during the evening with someone in your arms, with a mug of the many
different kinds of hot chocolate that the vendors serve.
Whether you celebrate Christmas or not,
it’s a great place to go for conversation and to
appreciate the work that San Jose-based organizations do to decorate the many trees.
I’m not particularly fancy when it comes
to food. Considering our location, a trip to a
taqueria or pho restaurant would more than
satisfy me.

Popular taquerias include LaVictoria’s and
Iguana’s, which are just across the street from
campus.
As far as pho goes, the Asian Fusion restaurant on Santa Clara makes a great bowl.
It’s been said time and time again, but
Iguana’s Burritozilla was featured on a San
Jose episode of the Travel Channel’s “Man vs.
Food.”
The Burritozilla is an 18-inch burrito that’s
a little more than $20.
While a lot of attention could be placed
on the Burritozilla, there are quite a few options on the menu that are worth trying out,
such as Iguana’s “nacho fries” — french fries
drenched in burrito filling and a choice of
meat.
There’s also the zesty Monster Dip — a
bean and cheese dip with a sniffle-stopping
spice that goes great with any dipping chip.
Food isn’t limited to just Mexican or
Vietnamese either.
San Jose showcases ethnic diversity in
food in a big way with places such as Sa-By
Thai for spicy Thai cravings, Tandoori Oven
for those looking for some Indian cuisine and
of course Flames for old-fashioned diner and
bar-style eats.
The portions at all these places are rather
large, so it presents the perfect opportunity to
share with your date.
People can also head to the new Yogurtland on Fourth Street for some dessert, or Ben
& Jerry’s down the street if you’re not into
frozen yogurt.
All these places are within walking distance from campus and that to me is ideal for
a moment of conversation.
With any date, you want to be able to
speak to and be comfortable with each other.
Recklessly driving or briskly walking to any
given destination during a date doesn’t make
for an enjoyable or intimate time.
So my perfect date? As long as we’re
doing something, eating something and have
an opportunity to talk and get to really know
my significant other, then that’s perfect to me.

Art
Economics
History
Music
Philosophy
Political Science
Psychology
Sociology
Physical Education
Winter Session @ Mission College
January 3-30, 2011
$36 per unit for California Residents
Go to MissionCollege.edu for complete schedule,
application and registration information
3000 Mission College Blvd.
Santa Clara CA 95054
408-988-2200
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Message from the editor The love triangle of evil
By
Francisco
Rendon

Is there a theme more ubiquitous in American media today
than sex?
Advertisers love it because it
attracts attention, causes consumers to try to emulate body images
and behaviors and generally sells
products.
Storytellers in our culture love
sex because it resonates with
some of our deepest emotions and
desires — it is something people
all care about.
However, after gathering
information and processing responses for the questionnaire inside, I was often surprised by the
responses.
The age at which people lost
their virginity, the number of
dates before people felt comfortable with intimacy and the issue
of whether people had cheated on
their significant other were scattered all over the place.
Most shockingly however, few
respondents are getting tested for
Sexually Transmitted Infections
more than once a year.
While I choose not to be sexually active, the number of people

“

An excellent opportunity is
the free HIV testing available on
Eighth Street near the Aquatic
Center from 1 to 5 p.m. in commemoration of World AIDS day.
More than anything tho ugh,
today’s special section has shown
me there is no set of responses
one could qualify as “normal”
among the respondents.
Though I realize from my
MassComm studies that certain
behaviors are often communicated as “normal” through television, magazines, the Internet, radio and newspapers — the reality
of the students questioned does
not represent this image at all.
It varies widely, especially in
a subject like sex, in which so
many people are insecure and
the images and ideas in the media are so strong.
It is important for people to be
conscious that their decisions are
their own, no one else’s.
No two sets of responses were
exactly the same and each person’s responses characterized a
unique and different person.
Rather than using this data
to compare, I hope readers will
realize that each person who
filled out this data contributed
to a larger whole, and that this
data represents a group of students who are all similar in
some ways and different in
others.

larger campus population.
The sample taken was not
random, and did not evenly represent students from various majors, ages or ethnicities.
Our methods were not scientific, and the questions were
in some instances not clearly
phrased.
The questionnaire is meant to
function only as an observation
of the sexual patterns of a limited group of students, and an
observation of trends and correlations in this limited sample.
I would like to extend a personal thanks to everyone who
participated in the questionnaire and an apology to anyone
who thought the results would
be more thorough and indicative of patterns of the complete
campus population.
If you, or people you know,
would be interested in seeing a
more comprehensive randomsample survey, please write us a
letter, send us an email or visit
our newsroom and tell us personally and we will see if the demand for such a venture would
justify the substantial efforts it
would require.
Likewise, if you are inconsolably upset or unwaveringly
giddy about this issue, or anything else we have done, let us
know, either by doing the things
above, or by yelling really loud

I would like to extend a personal thanks
to everyone who participated in the
questionnaire...

”

getting tested was frighteningly
low and I have resolved to get
tested to make sure I have never
picked up anything in the past.

It should be known that the
information contained in the
questionnaire is not a statistically
significant representation of the

until someone asks you what is
wrong.
We have our sources, so we
will hear about it.

The problem with love is
that it’s easy.
Relationships are complicated — filled with emotional
landmines, runners and bittersweet ghosts. Here exists
the land of dead lines and
regrets.
Sex is messy. I’m too shy to
put this in more explicit terms.
Love, though, love is easy.
It is easy to blame, to judge,
to use.
In a culture that uses the
paparazzi as providers —
instead of paid stalkers — of
much desired entertainment,
love is a celebrity. It is heavily
advertised, typecasted until it

“

By
Cynthia
Ly

Whatever happened to loving a person for who he or she
is? Whatever happened to becoming a better person (with
and for someone you love)?
I’m getting ahead of myself.
I’ve never been in a serious romantic relationship. I shouldn’t
pretend to be an expert on how
people treat each other, especially when they are “in love.”

stubbornly refuses to die an easy
death.
I did say love is easy — or
more accurately, love has it easy.
This is because it doesn’t care.
Love gives a rat’s ass about personal hang-ups involving sex,
body shapes and gender roles.
It could care even less about the
laws of society and physics.
Love doesn’t need brass
knuckles to punch out a heart,
an airplane to travel across the
world or a letter to express a
word. It will take everything
you haven’t nailed down — and
even then, there’s a 99 percent
chance it will do so just to prove
you wrong.

Love nurtures inside jokes, lessens
shadows and makes silence bearable.
Love feels like a fairytale.

”

hits 30 and then gets thrown to
the wayside.
The concept of love is like
Barbie.
Barbie, in doll-size, is easy to
carry, oddly indestructible to trials by fire and wears tailor-made
outfits.
Barbie, in life-size, is supported by twig-like legs, has a
bust that vicariously causes real
women backaches and desperately needs a cookie or two.
Heck, the doll even developed commitment issues. In
2004, Barbie and her beau Ken
split, according to Mattel Inc.,
the company that created the
couple.
The two got back together
in 2006 — after Ken developed a just-this-side-of-washboard chest and updated his
hairdo.

I just imagine a romantic relationship looking suspiciously
like a mix of friendship, tokens
of affection and, well, love.
Love nurtures inside jokes,
lessens shadows and makes silence bearable. Love feels like a
fairytale.
White knights and happy
endings, of course I would like
to have them.
But I also imagine my significant other taking a break
from all the dragon-slaying and
waiting for me to plan a strategy to climb the tower. The plan
would probably involve copious
amounts of old-couple banter
and chocolate boosters. I look
forward to this, if it ever happens.
But like all things, love
doesn’t last.
And like all great things, love

It isn’t sex or relationships
that truly terrify and confuse
mortals — it’s love.
Now, imagine if all three decided to team up because, honestly, when has life ever been
fair?
On one level, this tribunal
has beaten hearts to the ground,
roasted fools above coals and
ruled with an uneven hand over
all humanity. It still does, even
when experts say money/gravity/God makes the world go
round.
Still, triangles are considered
the most stable shape in architecture (maybe not so much in
TV dramas). They appear in
bridges, support foundations
and even show up in art. Apparently, having a solid base is vital.
But what do I know? I’ve
never been in love.

Today’s Crossword Puzzle
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Housing
SJSU International House
One block from campus.
US & International Students
Safe. Friendly. Homelike.
Intercultural experience.
Wireless Internet Access.
Computer lab. Study room.
Student Kitchen.
Assigned parking (fee).
One semester contract.
Apply now! 360 S. 11th St.
924-6570 or
http//: sjsu.edu/ihouse

Sudoku

Employment
$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and
help create families.
Convenient Palo Alto location.
Apply online:
www.SPERMBANK.com
Classified Ad Rates
Information
Place your ad online at:
www.spartandaily.campusave.
com

Ofﬁce Hours:
Monday-Thursday
p.m.

1:30 p.m. - 3

Deadline:
10 a.m., 2 weekdays prior to
publication date.

Rates:

Hang
=BH<9F9
GHI89BHG

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products
or services advertised below nor is there any
guarantee implied. The classified columns of the
Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers
are not approved or verified by the newspaper.
Certain advertisements in these columns may
refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or
addresses for additional information. Classified
readers should be reminded that, when making
these further contacts, they should require
complete information before sending money for
goods or services. In addition, readers should
carefully investigate all firms offering employment
listings or coupons for discount vacations or
merchandise.

Previous Puzzle Solved

One classiﬁed, 20 words
$5.50
Each additional word
$0.39
Center entire ad
$1.00
Bold ﬁrst ﬁve words
$0.50
Rates are consecutive days only.
All ads are prepaid. No refunds on
cancelled ads.

Frequency Discounts:
4-15 classiﬁeds
15%off
16-31 classiﬁeds
30%off
32+ classiﬁeds
45%off
Discounts apply to the original base
rate, plus the cost of extras.

Call us at 408.924.3270
or
Visit us in DBH 209

How to Play

Complete the grid
so that every row,
column and 3 by
3 box contains
every digit from 1
to 9 inclusively.
Check back daily
for new sudoku
puzzles and
solutions.

ACROSS
1. Make embarrassed
6. Brick-carrying trough
9. Express audibly
14. Drug-yielding shrub
15. Gabor of “Green Acres”
16. Nigerian dollar
17. Andrea Bocelli, for one
18. Butting bighorn
19. Discontinue, as a project
20. Start of a cosmetic question
22. Most pallid-looking
24. Deli bread varieties
25. Popular place to hang out
27. Part 2 of the cosmetic
question
29. Perfect, for NASA
32. Violinist’s stroke indicated
by a “V”
35. Afghan coin
36. Radius neighbor
37. Diamond-quality factor
40. Thin
42. Rich soil
43. Irrigation tool
45. A great time or great noise
46. Hole maker
47. Part 3 of the cosmetic
question
50. Sideshow barkers, e.g.
51. Amino or boric
55. Part 4 of the cosmetic
question
58. End of the cosmetic
question
60. Brilliant achievement
61. Bighorn’s mom
63. Topiary item
64. Get rid of a beard
65. “___ ‘em” (order to attack)
66. On the up-and-up
67. Ink for a laser printer
68. You may get a charge out
of it
69. Takes out of context?

Previous Puzzle Solved

DOWN
1. Out of the sack
2. Powerfully built
3. “___ Hall” (Woody Allen
movie)
4. Winter event
5. Loser in a fabled upset
6. Concerning this, to
lawyers
7. Fertility clinic specimens
8. Where a Biblical road
led
9. Without footwear
10. Quietly implied
11. Economical backyard
swing
12. Times to remember
13. Glued to the tube, say
21. P, to Pythagoras
23. Witch’s incantation
26. Keg insert
28. It ended on Nov. 11,
1918
29. “M*A*S*H” star
30. Small bills
31. Go-___ (four-wheeled

racer)
32. The Daily Bruin is its
newspaper
33. Comforting sight after
4-Down
34. False god mentioned in
Judges
36. Let loose, as a dog
38. Irritant in one’s side?
39. Last of the brood
41. Gradually lessen
44. Actor Wallach
47. Tipped individual
48. Do a private eye’s job
49. “Somewhat” sufﬁx
50. Desire and then some
52. Welsh dog
53. Arctic native
54. Insolvency causes
55. Direction wagon trains
headed
56. Cave phenomenon
57. First name of 29-Down
59. Water-girt land
62. Take the title

The lost treasure called love
By
Daniel
Herberholz

A friend once told me that
virginity is like duct tape —
once you use it, it doesn’t
stick as well when you use it
again.
I understand this viewpoint, though I’ve learned to
own a different one.
Our culture seems to have
done the same.
When I was younger, I
hoped that my first sexual
partner would be my one and
only. I hoped that I would find
the girl of my dreams in sophomore English Honors, and
off we would go.
I guess you could call me a
romantic.
I guess you could say hopelessly so.
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With that said, middle and
high school were rough years
for me in that arena.
Then came college.
While I didn’t jump in and
splash around in the promiscuity pool that is college life,
I certainly enjoyed being in
an atmosphere where, well,
the other gender actually took
interest in me.
That interest wasn’t a great
thing because it gave me a
warrant to sleep with a high
number of women, but rather
because it meant I might actually find someone who would
care about me as well.
To me, that was heavenly.
You’re probably either
relating to me or laughing
at me. But the truth is, the
chance to meet someone who
I could be with was a golden
opportunity.
I’ve realized in the last
year or so, however, that I’m
not even sure what I need
from a romantic partner. My

attempts at “going steady”
with girls I’ve made connections with have ended up being more like stabs in the dark.
In the end, they don’t really work out very well.
As for of my friend’s
analogy, I’ve stuck my duct
tape to a handful of girls who

“

different situations because
that’s who I am — I’m not
about to be afraid of what may,
theoretically, be love.
There’s a Bright Eyes
song that comes to mind. In
it, lead singer Conor Oberst
belts, “Into the caverns of tomorrow with just our flashlights and our love / we must
plunge, we must plunge, we
must plunge.”
Love is something you
value so much you would
do anything for it. Thus fear
fades as you “plunge” into it,
searching for a future where
that love betters every day of
your life by its mere existence
between two people.
The band’s song, called “At
the Bottom of Everything,” addresses our modern age and its
dilemmas, pointing out that

today it is more than 15, according to a 2007 study done
by Betsy Stevenson and Justin
Wolfers of the University of
Pennsylvania.
Furthermore,
the study showed that the new
marriage rate per thousand
people dropped from 10 to seven in that time.
Evidently, romantics like me
are foundering, as fewer Americans end up in committed relationships and more are leaving
those commitments.
I don’t just speak of this
from a statistical perspective, as my parents recently
divorced.
After years of struggling
as a family unit and my mom
putting her all into the relationship, my dad’s alcoholism
caught up to them and was too
much for her to take.

We, as a society, have changed, and our
marital, and thus sexual, standards
have changed.

I’d like to care for - only to
have the tape come right off.
I could attribute this to my
friend’s worry that she will
not stick as well if she doesn’t
pick the right guy in the first
place.
Instead, I’d like to think
I’m putting my heart into

”

“we must memorize nine numbers and deny we have a name.”
We, as a society, have
changed, and our marital, and
thus sexual, standards have as
well.
In 1911, the divorce rate per
thousand married couples was
less than five percent while

Even though I think it’s best
for my mom to separate from
such destructive and selfish
behavior, I’ve been grappling
with the idea that true love
either doesn’t exist or doesn’t
last.
Personally, my eyes turn
to the successful relationships
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I’ve seen, where both people
cared enough about each other
to want to stay together. My
grandparents are one example;
my aunt and uncle are another.
I can see it in how they interact — they unconditionally love
each other.
Why didn’t my parents stay
together? Could my future hold
what I want, with a caring romantic partner, or will it end up
as I fear?
Apparently, I cope with this
by stabbing in the dark time after time, looking for how I can
get myself in the position to
know what I want and where to
find it.
I won’t limit myself to what
others think about my actions.
I might be single for elongated times because the right thing
for the moment doesn’t come
along.
I might accept a couple of
connections in succession rather
than worry about committing.
Or, ideally, I might decide
that a particular person can
make me happy in my life, can
bring me joy, can help me learn
more about being in a relationship and learn more about
myself.
I prefer the third, because in
the end, I want to buck the norm
in our modern culture by finding
a soulmate and making it work
through thick and thin.
Hopefully she can treat me as
well as I want to treat her.
And our duct tape will work
just fine.
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Club intertwines various faiths
by Aliza Saeed
Staff Writer

Upon the entrance of the Student Union, on the right hand
side, there is a table, chairs, pieces of paper laid out neatly on the
table, a cup filled with almonds

and one person seated, known
as ‘the listener’– it is called “the
listening post.”
The listening post is for students to come and talk about
whatever topic they like with the
listeners.
“It’s a place to come and talk
about roommate issues, parent issues, financial problems,

stress, suicidal prevention and
so on,” said Roger Wharton,
SJSpirit coordinator and chaplain at San Jose area Episcopal
churches.
According to the listening
post website, the simple act of
sharing an experience or a feeling with a caring or knowledgeable person about life on our

(From left) Senior linguistics major Gabriel Golden, junior women studies major Raeesah Waqia, Eric Madeiros, a senior RTVF major and senior hospitality major Rahul J. speak during a panel on religion organized
by SJSpirit on Wednesday in the Student Union’s Pacifica Room. Photo by Jasper Rubenstein / Spartan Daily

REGISTRATION:
Change, reform
soon to come
FROM A1
and one of the perks they get is priority
registration.”
Category A describes students who
would not otherwise graduate within a
reasonable period of time due to an ongoing disability.
Category B applies to students who

would not otherwise graduate within a
reasonable period of time because they
participate in an on-going university
activity that meets specific criteria.
This includes an activity benefiting the university, an activity that has
a regularly scheduled event or practice
only offered at a specific time and mandatory participation in a class, practice
or event.
“If you are busy doing orientation in
the summer and you miss your window
to enroll in classes because you’re busy
helping the university, then you suffer
for doing really good work,” Von Till
said.
Category C pertains to students
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campus, can go a long way toward reducing stress and making things more manageable.
He said the listening post
works closely with the counseling department, and keeps them
updated on any problems that
students face and need to be addressed in order to raise awareness towards an issue.
Wharton gave an example of
the type of problems students
bring up at the listening post.
“Last semester, our listening
post coordinator, Trudi CliftonVizvary, had students coming
to the listening post saying they
don’t have money for food,” he
said. “Trudy told the counseling
and nutrition departments and
addressed the issue.”
Warton said the people working at the listening post are
trained by the SJSU counseling
center — each person that volunteers for the listening post
is required to know issues confronting American university
students today.
They are there on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.
The listening post is part of
SJSpirit organization — a multifaith club that is for students
from all backgrounds and beliefs.
“SJSpirit is the only multi-faith
club on campus where students
get to explore other diverse cultures through open discussions,”
Wharton said. “It’s a place to talk
about whatever they want.”

enrolled in an integrated package of
courses that meet a criteria of at least
four general education programs areas,
participating in a cohort group of students in multiple colleges and requiring enrollment in a specified course
sequence through multiple semesters.
Category D affects students who are
required by external agencies needing
to meet progress toward degree milestones, such as exchange students.
“The person in charge of the group
files for priority registration, it comes
to me, I take it to the Student Success
Committee, the Student Success Committee discusses it, either approves it,
or requests more information or denies

Wharton said the discussion
questions at the club meetings
aren’t always about religion. He
said the topics are picked each
semester by students.
“Since San Jose is so diverse,
the main mission for SJSpirit
is to help students grow by understanding other people with
different backgrounds in a completely open and unbiased way,”
he said.
There was a student panel
this semester which consisted of
student speakers from different
religious backgrounds, Wharton
said.
According to the SJSpirit website, the club does not judge anyone by their belief, age, gender,
sexual orientation or ethnicity.
Wharton said the purpose of
the club is to provide spiritual
growth to people with existing
religions, people with no religious background or students
who just need a place to discuss
different topics related to everyday life struggles and self-improvement.
“Throughout the semester I
learned about different eastern
cultures and religions,” undeclared freshman Kaiya Wells
said. “But aside from that we also
discussed topics such as dreams,
grief from loss and whether religion causes division between
people.”
Wells said her family is Christian, but growing up herw family
seldom practiced Christianity.

it,” McClory said. “It’s been a general
conversation going on for several years
both on the floor of the Academic Senate and the Student Success Committee.”
Dhara Shah, junior finance major,
said if she were one of the students eligible, she would want priority registration.
“I think it’s a good thing that they
changed the policy though, narrowing
it down to fewer students,” Shah said.
She said she registered on Nov. 21
and did not have any issues signing up
for classes on her enrollment date.
“I tried to change my classes the next
day, on the 22nd,” Shah said. “(There)

She said she came to SJSpirit
to find some sort of belief or
spirituality.
Wells said she liked that the
club teaches people to see others
equally.
“It’s the same belief when it
comes to other religions – it’s
just a misconception,” she said.
Throughout the semester she
learned about Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Daoism and Humanism.
“After hearing about everyone’s religion, I learned that every religion pretty much has the
same concept,” she said.
Wharton said SJSpirit was
originally a Christian organization called “Canterbury Community,” but in 2002 he decided
to change it to SJSpirit because
there were already many other
existing Christian organizations
on campus.
He said he came up with the
name and the mission of the
club, but the main idea of making
this a multi-faith club was not introduced until two years ago.
“These past couple of semesters is when we really started
having more people with diverse
backgrounds,” said Cathy Bui,
senior environmental studies
major and president of SJSpirit.
According to Bui, there are
about seven people that attend
the meetings from time to time
and four that attend regularly
because the club is not as well
known as other clubs.

was some trouble since most of them
were full.”
Thomas Fenn, junior aerospace engineer major, also said he had no trouble
obtaining the classes he needed.
“It was fairly easy. I got my classes,”
Fenn said, regarding his Nov. 22nd registration date. “I was hoping for a sooner date, but a lot of my friends are getting really late registration dates.”
According to McClory, the Student
Success Committee consists of students,
faculty and staff members on campus.
“That policy (F11-3) did just pass.
Now we have to write the criteria for
the report and that will be at our December meeting,” McClory said.

Today is the 30th annual
World AIDS Day.
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Sexual assaults
and how to
avoid them

Students show
effort to make
relationships work

by Chris Marian

20

percent to 25 percent
of women will either
be the victim of rape
or attempted rape during their
college careers, and 95 percent
of those cases will go unreported, according to statistics
compiled for the United States
Department of Justice.
Sgt. Manuel Aguayo of the
University Police Department
said in most of these cases, the
victim will know their attacker,
though often not well.
Aguayo described an archetypal assault – the kind most
frequently investigated by university police – as taking place
during or immediately after a
social gathering, and almost invariably involves the over-use
of alcohol or other drugs.
Perpetrators
are
often
friends or acquaintances of the
victim who are allowed into to
victim’s home or dormitory by
other friends. The perpetrators
then isolate the victim from
others and assault them while
they are intoxicated and vulnerable.
Aguayo said that every assault case is unique. The features of his example represent
an almost ubiquitous pattern in
cases where students are both
the victim and the perpetrator.
Unfortunately, students often don’t want to talk about it,
Aguayo said.
“A lot of the time people
don’t want to go to the police,”
he said.
Aguayo said any non-consensual sexual contact, including groping, is considered a felony sexual assault in the state
of California.
“A lot of times the victims
don’t realize what happened to
them is illegal,” he said.
He said the major reason for
underreporting, however, was a
sense of shame and fear on the
part of the victim.
Ellen J. Lin, director of counseling services at SJSU, said
calling the authorities can be a
frightening and humiliating experience for assault survivors.
“It makes them feel like they
did something wrong.”
Lin explained that such a
seemingly irrational attitude
comes from deep-seated cultural attitudes towards women
and sex.
Assault victims, she said,
feel they will be portrayed

SEE VIOLENCE PAGE 3

by Angelica Valera

R

elationships are the
bread and butter that
keeps people whole and
together – we wouldn’t be who
we are without them.
However, the type of relationship students particularly
relish in are their romantic relationships.
According to SJSU personal
counselor and licensed clinical social worker, Wiggsy Sivertsen, “Being in this type of
relationship stirs up a lot of
self-confidence.”

Undeclared sophomore Kimberly Troung, 19, (left) and her
boyfriend Nick Nguyen, 20, a computer science major, walk
to class on Wednesday afternoon.
Photo by Dorian Silva / Spartan Daily

Siversten said that they’re
wonderful at the beginning in
the “honeymoon stage,” but
then tend to become complicated over time, so it’ll depend on
the couple to negotiate the difficulty of balancing a relationship alongside other aspects of
their lives.
“I think that people get
bored. They think the magical
moments won’t last forever, but
that’s not true. If you’ve been
in relationship for a long time,
it’s important to set up a date,”

The difficultlies
of living LGBT
by Brittany Patterson

L

ike many students, Nathan Villanueva
experienced his first crush in elementary
school.
In his kindergarten class, one student would
be selected as the “student of the day,” he said
and the lucky child would get to pick a treat out
of a special bag.
When it was his day, Villanueva said he
plunged his hand into the bag and pulled out a
little iridescent moon.
He said he walked over and handed it to another classmate who he thought was cute.
“His name was Tyler,” Villanueva said.
Villanueva said he spent his childhood exploring his sexuality, searching for something
that felt right.
“I liked girls, and then one day I liked this one
girl and I liked her boyfriend,” he said. “When
people would force me to talk to girls it was awkward, but with boys it wasn’t.”
Dating in the lesbian, bisexual, gay, transgender, or LGBT community has its challenges, Villanueva said.
“Everyone expects everyone else to be rampant, promiscuous beings,” he said. “I just want
to hang out and eat pizza and play video games.”
Villanueva said he thinks the media’s portrayal of homosexual men as flamboyant is a
contributing factor to the stereotypes associated
with gay men, and the lack of sexual education
for those who associate as LGBT makes jumping
into sex and relationships complicated.
“People don’t know what the hell they’re
doing,” he said. “They don’t teach you that in
school. That promiscuity is just trial and error.”

According to Bonnie Sugiyama, assistant director of the LGBT Resource Center and Women’s Resource Center at SJSU, with populations
that are traditionally underrepresented like the
LGBT community — which is called the queer
community at SJSU because the term encompasses all lesbian, gay, bisexual, intersex, queer,
questioning and ally individuals — it’s often
harder to connect with others who are in similar
situations.
“A lot of people don’t recognize how everything in our culture is hetero-based,” she said.
“For example, it’s rare to find a song that’s gender neutral.”
Sugiyama said the topic of dating is often
what dominates social situations, and if there’s
not a lot of openness, it can be difficult for queer
students to feel accepted.

SEE LGBT PAGE 2

“I just want

to hang out
and eat pizza
and play video
games.”
–Nathan Villanueva

she said. “And it shouldn’t matter who sets it up – the guy
doesn’t always have to do it.”

KEEP THE FIRE BURNING
Junior biology major Katie
Allen said the romance isn’t as
abundant as her and her boyfriend would like because of
their busy schedules but they
realize school is important, as
is his job and taking care of
their 8-month old.

SEE RELATIONSHIPS PAGE 2

The ABCs
of STIs
by Nick Celario

S

JSU peer health educator Sharon Dosanjh
said sex and sexually
transmitted infections are
subjects that aren’t openly
discussed in her culture.
“I’m Indian, so sex isn’t
really talked about,” Dosanjh said, a junior health science major. “We don’t ever
have the birds and the bees
talk. It’s just something you
learn about yourself.”
The SJSU HealthCenter
held a workshop, the ABCs
of STIs, on Tuesday to educate students about sexually
transmitted infections along
with prevention and treatment among other related
topics.
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention estimated 19 million cases of
STI infection occur every
year in the U.S.
In 2000, according to the
American Health Association, about half of all new
STIs occurred youths ages
15 to 24.
Brenda Martinez, the
sexual health leader for the
Wellness and Health Promotion Department for the
SJSU Health Center, said the
workshops are coordinated by the department she

works in and are run by the
peer health educators.
“Sex is a difficult topic
for people to openly discuss,” Martinez said, senior
health science major. “As
sexual health presenters, we
have to be very comfortable
with the topic and be able
to talk about things like penises, vaginas and sexually
transmitted infections.”
Martinez said reasons
why sex is difficult to talk
about openly vary for different people.
“For some people, sex
just isn’t an issue that people that comes up because
people just assume either
that everyone’s doing it or
no one’s doing it,” Martinez
said. “(They assume) people
are being safe.”
Junior business marketing major Kyle Suddarth attended the workshop as part
of a requirement set by the
SJSU Greek community.
Suddarth said he already
had some knowledge about
STIs, but the workshop did
teach him new things.
“I’m getting to learn
more about the specifics,”
he said.

SEE STI PAGE 3
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CAMPUS
VOICES
How do
sex and
relationships
differ in your
home country?

LGBT:
Campus
community
provides
support
system
(From front)

Senior psychology major Nick Inguillo said he also liked girls when he
was younger.
Once he was exposed to the idea of
what it was to be gay, he said he knew
it described him, but growing up different from those around him — one
of only three gay students at his high
school in Salinas — was challenging
because he didn’t have a role model.
“It’s really trial and error,” he said.
“I try to go by my morals and do the
same things straight people do. I go by
the movies.”
Inguillo said when he came out to
his mother he thought she would be
OK, having assured him growing up
that she would love him no matter
what his sexual orientation, but when
he finally told her, the situation turned
into a negative experience.
“Her whole thing was, ‘I didn’t
bring you into this world to get AIDS,’”
he said. “I was grounded for the whole
year. She thought any guy friend I had
was gay, which wasn’t true.”
Inguillo said as a result he never
dated casually in high school, but instead began dating online.
“I’m very introverted and shy and
I get so nervous,” he said. “When I
start liking a guy I start wondering
if they’re gay. I think it’s that fear
of rejection and then things being
awkward.”
Sugiyama said the LGBT Resource
Center tries to build leadership within
the queer community and foster identity-specific clubs, clubs for queer students who also associate with another
identity like race, to help more groups
of students find a niche in the university
community.
In addition to having five queer
student organizations, the center also
hosts group discussions.
Sophomore communications student Amarissa Matthews participates
in the Peers in Pride peer mentor
program, in which a mentor will support a small group of LGBT students
through one-on-one meetings and by
leading them in group activities.
“There’s professional help. There’s
friend help,” she said. “When it comes
to help it’s pretty similar to the heterosexual community.”
For Peers in Pride mentor Mackenzie Lorenzato, the most important
thing to have when dealing with sex
and relationships is a close group for
friends to talk to.
“You’re not going to come talk to
a stranger,” she said. “You’re going to
talk to your friends, so make sure they
know what they’re talking about.”
Lorenzato said she’s found more
openness at SJSU in the queer community than in the straight community, calling this campus’queer
community sex positive, which is a
perspective on sexuality that doesn’t
associate shame with sex. Sex positive
communities help promote healthy
sexual and romantic relationships,
she said.
“I think it’s because we have to talk
about sex just to come out,” she said.
Ultimately, Inguillo said it’s often
hard for him to meet men because of
the closed nature of the LBGT community, but he still has hope.
“I just want the silly, cheesy, romantic things that every sucker wants.”

Soonkhen Owyong

Ladislav Zalis

Jean-Marie Zerilli

Gonçalo Santos

management information systems major from Malaysia

psychology major from Czech Republic

business administration major from France

industrial engineering and management major from Portugal

“The customs are very similar to here I guess. We’re
pretty open now there’s not very arranged marriages going on. Definitely not within my ethnicity.
I’m Chinese myself. Chinese born in Malaysia.”

“What maybe the difference is we are like one of the
most atheistic countries. We don’t have this ‘after
marriage’ thing. It’s pretty much like sexually open
this way. Nobody thinks we should (wait to) have
sex after marriage, that some people might think in
America because they’re religious.”

“(Sex) I think in the U.S. it is much more conservative, like it is a pretty big deal. For example in France
when you are in middle school you will have sexual
education. They give you condoms in junior high and
high school. I don’t think that happens here.”

“I think that the main difference from relationships in
Portugal and the U.S. is things happen really slow —
not as fast as in the U.S.” “For example you can go to a
club, dance with a girl and things happen. In Portugal
it is much more slow. You start being friends or maybe
have a closed relationship and start dating.”

IT’S COMPLICATED
Spartans dish about dating
by Jackson Wright

W

hat seems normal to one
may be uncomfortable
for another and finding
someone that shares a similar philosophy as your own in dating and
relationships can be a challenge.
“Dating is spending quality time
and getting to know each other on
a different level other than being
friends,” said junior sociology major
Newman Vu, who is currently dating.
In regards to what constitutes a
date, opinions vary.
“Me paying for someone when
we’re going out is a date,” said John
Holyfield, senior marketing major.
“[It’s] trying to get to know someone
while seeing it beyond friendship.”
Kim Anderson, senior animation
illustration major, said it is not what
actually happens on a date that matters, but the interaction between the
two people.
“I guess just a mutual curiosity of the other person,” she said. “It
doesn’t really matter what you do as
long as you’re getting to know each
other in a more intimate way.”
Junior English major Molly Knott
said she is polyamorous, meaning
she dates multiple people concurrently.

“I have my main partner, my boyfriend, but I’m also dating or seeing
other people,” she said. “I’m seeing another girl and her boyfriend
and another guy occasionally on
and off.”
Knott said her experience is similar to peers, though she tries to take
the dating aspect of her relationships
a little more to heart in order to make
the experience more meaningful.
“I have nothing against monogamy at all, but just when you’re poly
or in an open relationship, [dating is]
kind of more important, because you
have your main partner and then
there’s the other people,” she said.
Senior biology major Sandra Kreiten said that she would only continue dating someone if she can see
a serious future with the person, preferring longer term-relationships to
casual dating.
“I’m not a person who will date
just to date, I date for future engagements or stuff like that,” Kreiten said.
“You shouldn’t just play around with
someone’s emotions.”
Many people set rules for dating
giving themselves and their significant others guidelines on what they
want out of the experience.

“My specific rules on dating are
being able to get things done without
the person having a problem about it
because we’re all individuals,” Holyfield said. “At the same time, when
you date someone, you have to be an
individual and be together.”
Holyfield said he also sees the importance of going out of his way to
make time for the other person that
he is dating and that if it is only one
person putting in the effort, then
there is bound to be conflict between
the two parties.
“Honesty is my number one
[rule], and if you’re not going to
be honest, tell them so you can just
move on,” Kreiten said. “You don’t
want to be with someone who isn’t
trustworthy.”
Anderson says that she doesn’t
set rules because she sees dating to
be separate from being in a relationship.
“Dating usually is going out with
people and trying to see if they are
right for you,” she said.
Sam Carnahan, junior business
finance major, says that he has to
make a personal connection and legitimately like a person before considering dating them.

“[If] you’re going to spend
your time with them, you might
as well enjoy being around them,
similar interests or whatever,” he
said.
Knott said that it’s important to
foster a strong connection and talk
about commitment before she can
start to consider and talk about sex
with her partners.
“I take my relationships seriously,
I don’t take them lightly,” Knott said.
“There has to be a sense of commitment and a sense of trust and
comfort.”
Anderson said she thinks that it’s
common to have sex while causally
dating, but it is important to have
trust in the relationship regarding
safe practices.
“As long as you’re protected and
have fun without things getting complicated, that’s the major thing,” she
said. “That there is this level of trust
and mutual respect.”
The fine line between dating and
relationships clearly varies from person to person.
Whether that means committing
to one individual or several, ultimately, dating in its many forms will
persevere.

RELATIONSHIPS: Not just casual dating for some
(From front)

“Our alone time is very limited, but
when we do get that time, we usually
just cuddle up in bed and watch movies as he rubs my back,” she said. “He
also brings me flowers from time to
time with a nice card.”
They always make it a point to tell
each other “I love you” multiple times
a day, she said.
Despite the lack of romance, Allen said
they still attempt to go on dates whenever possible, although it is not very
often.
“We will go to dinner or for a
motorcycle ride when the weather
is nice, or even just walk to the ice
cream shop around the corner from
our house,” she said.
Another way Allen and her boyfriend maintain their relationship is
through a traditional sit-down family
dinner.
“Whether I have school late or he
has work late we always wait for each
other,” she said.
Senior psychology major Kathleen
Downing said romance is a challenge
after 14 years of marriage.
“We have to be creative on the
quality time we spend together,” she
said. “We try to have ‘date nights’
where we go out and not talk about
the kids, work, or school – but it’s
easier said than done.”
Out of pure exhaustion, she said,
some date nights have fallen through.
However, Downing said they have
plenty of quirks that contribute to the
longevity of their marriage.
“I like to be on time for everything,
and my husband believes that there’s
more than 24 hours in a day,” she said.
“I have to make a list of things I need
to accomplish daily while my husband makes a monthly list and tries
to pack it all into one Saturday afternoon.”
As a mom, wife and student,
Downing said she has to be diligent
with her time and organized so that
things run smoothly.
Siversten said, “It’s important to
do something different, to get away
from situations… it doesn’t have to be
expensive.”

She said she generally believes students are good about balancing studies and their relationships.
Allen said, “It’s very hard, but
I usually spend my days with
my daughter and boyfriend, and
leave my studies for later in the
evening.”
She said it works out, and serves
as the compromise for spending time with her family because
her boyfriend works night shifts
and her daughter is asleep by
then.

THE BALANCING ACT
On the contrary, Downing is married with two children, a full-time
student and struggling to balance despite achieving it.
“It’s really hard – I don’t have time
to begin my own studies until after I
help my kids with their homework,
drive them to their various activities,
make dinner… and the list goes on,”
she said.
Downing said she has to change
“hats” throughout the day – going
from mom, to wife then to student,
but admits her studies have greatly
impacted her family.
“The more time I put into papers
and study, the less time I have with
my husband and kids,” she said.
“Group projects are the most difficult
aspect. My husband has to take care
of my role in the family when I have
to meet other students for group projects, which can span for hours on the
weekend.”
According to Siversten, it’s harder to make priority decisions when
you’re involved with somebody unless you know how to prioritize your
time.
“You have to be really conscious
about your time then force yourself
to focus,” she said.
The advantage, she said, is being able to study with your significant other, but it’s especially hard
when he or she doesn’t study at all
and instead, wants to have fun as
opposed to supporting you in your
endeavor.

PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE
“A healthy relationship is where
individuals can talk through their
concerns by telling each other what
they’re feeling, thinking and respect
each other,” she said. “I’m always astonished with the sarcasm between
couples on sitcoms – it’s really unhealthy. Just be honest and straightforward.”
Downing said she overcomes
obstacles in her marriage and family life by using her free time
wisely.
“I make the most of my Fridays, as
it’s the only day I don’t have classes. I
drop my kids off at their school, then
drive straight to campus,” she said.
“My school days ends just before I
pick them up from school again, so I
don’t have the opportunity to study
until late in the evening when everyone’s basic needs have been met.”
Allen said without a lot of forgiveness, understanding and love, she and
her boyfriend wouldn’t have lasted
over a span of three and a half years
and counting.
Downing said her marriage has
lasted for so long because of her and
her husband’s initial friendship.
“We took it step by step and everything fell into place naturally,” she
said. “Marriage is forever a work in
progress, and takes time and patience
on both individuals.”
She said it’s all well worth the
work if you truly love one another.

WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS
“I believe it (marriage) is based
on two people who want to commit
their love for each other for the rest
of their lives,” said Downing. “When
you think about marriage, you have
to know that you’re not going to
change this person, but grow together
and support each other in good times
and bad.”
Allen said she views marriage as
something beautiful that needs to be
taken very seriously.
“In order for marriage to happen,
I need my boyfriend to be someone
who supports me in all my decisions,

be by my side through thick and thin,
and be someone I can trust 100 percent,” she said. “He would have to be
my best friend.”
And that’s what she has, Allen
said.
“I am very open and tell him everything. When there is a miscommunication and an argument may
arise, we always work it out,” she
said.
Downing agreed, and said, “Communication is key to any relationship – if you can’t express yourself or
don’t feel your partner is opening up
to you, you can’t fully connect with
that person.”

AFFECTION IN QUESTION
As in any romantic relationship,
intimacy is involved. Sivertsen said
the type and length of intimacy depends with every couple and how
far they’re willing to go mentally
and physically – couples should be
able to talk about that before anything happens.
“Since we do have a daughter together, it’s a big factor in our relationship,” said Allen. “It’s something
that’s sacred and cherished between
us.”
Sex is such a delicate subject to
handle because of how many are
holding a line of abstinence, yet premarital sex is more common today
than ever, Sivertsen said.
“I’m always kind of astonished
how sex is supposed to be this taboo. It’s not dirty,” she said. “It’s not
bad.”
Overall, said Sivertsen, we have
to be aware of things around us to
have a healthy relationship.
“When we get into relationships,
we bring our past life… all of our
personal experiences, our complexes,” she said. “You’ll struggle if
it’s been hard and you won’t if it
hasn’t.”
Sivertsen advises that couples always talk to each other, and not accuse one another.
“It’s mostly about communication and mutual respect,” she said.
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Lets talk about sex
The Spartan Daily Relationship Questionnaire is
a non-scientific collection of 212 responses of students to questions formulated by the staff.
Responses were not gathered from a random
sample, and do not accurately reflect demographics of age, gender, ethnicity, marital status or majors

of the entire student population at SJSU.
Data shown is from selected responses, as various responses were identified as invalid.
Results were processed entirely by Spartan Daily
staff, and the raw data is available online at data.
spartandaily.com/sex-questionnaire-2011

Sex is

When asked if they ask for consent
before they make a move
35 percent said they do not;
7 percent said they do sometimes;
57 percent said yes.

a 7.01 out of 10
on average (median of 7) to respondents.
16.2 percent said
they’ve had a sexual
experience outside
of their orientation.

71 percent, 119 people,
said they have had sex
while intoxicated.

Of those who admitted to having had one night stands,

2.8 one night stands
39 respondents admitted to cheating,
with a average of 2 times each.
74.2 percent said
religion factors into their sex life.

Per person.

25 percent of the respondents
said they do not use protection
when having sex.

The median age of at which virginity was lost
(Average 17.9 years old)

18 years old.

STI: Workshop provides tools for prevention
(From front)

After the peer health educators’
presentation, the attending students
were divided into groups and were assigned to create a poster about a specific
STI.
Junior business management major Chris Sigmund said he attended because he was required to as a fraternity
member.
“It was actually one of the better sessions I’ve been to,” Sigmund said. “It
was a lot more interactive than most of
them. Most of (the sessions), you sit
down through a boring lecture for like 45
minutes.”
Sigmund said he agrees that sex and
STIs are difficult to discuss openly.
“It’s one of those things that people are aware of, but they kind of just
sweep it under the rug,” he said. “They
(think), ‘It won’t happen to me if I deny
it and it’s not going to be a part of my
life.’”
Martinez said the workshop was one
of several events on campus leading
to World AIDS Day on Dec. 1 to raise
awareness about AIDS, STIs and their
prevention.
According to a study from Columbia
University, 20 to 25 percent of college
students are either carriers or have been
infected with an STI.

“We had this workshop to start bringing awareness of the issue and let students know about the services that are
going to be available on World AIDS Day
here on campus,” Martinez said.
One of the services will be the Santa
Clara County HIV testing bus that will
be located near the SJSU Aquatic Center.
Martinez said the bus will provide
gum swab HIV testing and results will
available within 20 minutes.
The workshop also discussed services available to SJSU students from the
health center.
One of them is the Condom Co-op,
which Dosanjh said is a service that provides free contraceptives to any student
who brings their SJSU identification card.
Students may to choose up to four
items per day which include male and
female condoms, dental dams and lubrication.
Sigmund said if people can find ways
to have a good time while discussing
something like sex and STIs, they would
be more open to talk about it and the
workshop was one of those ways.
“I feel like it has to be one of those
things they have to poke fun at,” Sigmund said. “If you can laugh about it,
you’ll have a better time and be more
Junior business management major Chris Sigmund illustrates how HPV affects male genitalia during a workshop in
comfortable.”
the Health building on Tuesday. Photo by Jasper Rubenstein / Spartan Daily

VIOLENCE: Combatting campus abuses
(From front)

as promiscuous and irresponsible, particularly if the assault
was in the context of a drunken
party.
Lin said she feels our culture has
a relatively callous attitude toward
sexual assaults, perpetuated by media
stereotypes of the sexual roles of men
and women.
“There’s a lack of a caring culture,’
she said.
Like Aguayo, Lin also sees alcohol
and drug use as an enormous factor in
sexual assaults, particularly for students with poor self-esteem or social
skills.
“They see alcohol as a social lubricant,” she said, but also one she
warned could make them dangerously
vulnerable to sexual predation.
Aguayo said it is important that assault victims seek help immediately,
both medical and emotional, and that
there were multiple organizations beyond the police one could go to, such
as the YWCA.
He said contacting the authorities
concerning an assault is entirely vol-

untary, but nonetheless highly recommends it.
“A delay in reporting can be detrimental to the prosecution,” he said.
He also recommended that assault
victims wash neither their clothing
nor themselves before contacting
the police, so as to preserve evidence
against their assailants.
Aguayo said that protecting the
privacy of the students involved in an
assault case is an utmost concern for
the UPD, especially during ongoing
investigations.
He said UPD will not release student names or information to the public, or involve the Student Conduct
and Ethical Development office, until
their investigation is complete.
“It really can be a case of he-saidshe-said,” Aguayo said, “False accusations happen all the time.”
Jennifer Gacutan-Galang works for
the SJSU Student Health Center and
one of her specialties is violence prevention.
She said sexual violence can occur
in long term relationships as well.

Gacutan-Galang said much of
what she works towards is extracting
students from abusive relationships,
particularly ones that involve sexual
assaults, but also ones that involve
more indirect forms of sexual abuse,
like harassment, intimidation and
blackmail.
“I try to get them to focus on themselves,” she said.
Gacutan-Galang said that many of
the same factors that prevent young
women from reporting an outright assault.
Shame, fear and a lack of a sense of
self-worth, also prevent them from extricating themselves from an abusive
relationship, she said.
It’s not an easy process, GacutanGalang said.
“On average it takes seven to eight
attempts to leave these kinds of relationships,” she said.
Gacutan-Galang, like Lin, said
that social norms often force female students into weak, subservient, role the media often portrays
them in.

“Students feel that that is the norm,”
she said.
Aguayo, Lin and Gacutan-Galang
all agree that the long-term fallout of
a sexual assault can be enormous.
Aguayo said he strives in his law
enforcement role to provide some
sense of closure for the victims, but
Lin said she doesn’t believe that
achieving closure is such a simple
thing.
“The memories stay with them. It
doesn’t go away,” she said.
Lin said that many assault survivors suffer from post traumatic stress,
and recommended that survivors look
up the symptoms of this mental injury if they haven’t already sought
help.
Survivors may have “gotten over it”
and tried their best to bury the memories, she said, but doing so could cause
as much harm as good.
She said survivors may become reluctant to return to any area or revisit
any experience that might remind
them of the assault, which can be particularly problematic if it forces them

away from existing relationships,
friends and even family.
Lin said survivors may begin exhibiting unusual social behaviors, including a large increase in sexual activity,
or a complete withdrawal, both the
result of the massive damage to one’s
self esteem that often occurs as the result of an assault.
Gacutan-Galang said one of the
best ways to avoid sexual violence is
to maintain good situational awareness, as well as a degree of self reliance in social situations, particularly
when alcohol is involved.
“If you don’t have friends who will
watch out for you, you need to watch
out for yourself,” she said.
Aguayo also had
more specific advice on avoiding assaults at
parties.
“Know your limits,” he said. “Don’t
let (your friends) go to the bathrooms
by themselves. Don’t accept drinks
from a stranger. Always adopt a sober
buddy system. Go out with trustworthy friends,” and “don’t leave anyone
behind.”
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Punjab Cafe
Lunch BuffetSpecial: $8.99
Vegan & Gluten Free
options available

Bring this coupon in
for a 10% discount*

Thursday, December 1, 2011

TAKE THE LEAP
/HDUQWRÁ\ZLWK
Skydive Hollister
Receive a student discount of
$20 off with student ID.

Good Food
*Discount applies to
a la cart menu only.
Not valid for buffet

Good Health

Visit www.skydivehollister.com

322 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose 408.295.5470 Open 7 days a week

Fujitsu Planetarium at De Anza College
planetarium.deanza.edu

Saturday Night Laser Light Shows

10% discount

for students
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Monday-Wednesday.
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4483 Stevens Creek Blvd
Santa Clara , CA 95051
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(408) 984-0989
www.allanssalon.com
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*Must be 21+ with valid California I.D.
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Liking us on Facebook does more than keep
you updated on the latest campus and
local news. The Spartan Daily Facebook page
is your gateway to exclusive giveaways like
free tickets.
Show us some love and we’ll return the favor

